
POWER TO THE PEOPLE!: BLACK POWER 
AT HOME AND ABROAD  

Syllabus by the SNCC Legacy Project 

Prepared by: Bedour Alagraa, Felicia Denaud, and Joshua Myers 

“Move over, or we goin’ to move on over you.” 
- Kwame Ture (Stokely Carmichael)  

Course Description 

In this course, we will develop a robust history of Black Power as a concept and 
political framework. We will explore how this framework is often taken for granted—
like freedom, revolution, culture, and politics itself—and throw these assumptions into 
crisis by understanding: 1) The context in which this terminology emerged; 2) How the 
concept traveled and why; and 3) The many transformations and iterations of Black 
Power from the United States to Vietnam, including Red Power and Red Nation Rising, 
Yellow Power, among others. We will end the course by discussing how Black Power is 
a political framework that is not historically fixed in a specific moment, or 
transhistorical as it were. It is a political framework that has undergone many 
transformations, is enduring in its presence, and has much to offer and inform ongoing 
movements and struggles today. Grounding the discussion in the organizing of the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), we will include readings and 
utterances that commingle with other frameworks such as Black Consciousness, Pan-
Africanism, Black Internationalism/Transnationalism, and Black Arts, among others.   

Primary Sources 

● www.sncclegacyproject.org - The SNCC Legacy Project’s Digital Movement 
Platform, created in 2022.  

● www.blackpowerchronicles.org  – Black Power Chronicles, created by SNCC 
Legacy Project 

● www.crmvet.org  - the website of the Civil Rights Movement Archive, Inc. 
● www.snccdigital.org - The SNCC Digital Gateway, produced in partnership with 

Duke University’s Center for Documentary Studies and Duke University 
Libraries. 
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http://www.sncclegacyproject.org
http://www.blackpowerchronicles.org
http://www.crmvet.org
http://www.snccdigital.org


Books 

● Stokely Carmichael and Charles Hamilton, Black Power (New York: Vintage: 
1967) 

● Stokely Carmichael, Stokely Speaks: From Black Power to Pan-Africanism 
(Lawrence Hill, 2007) 

● James Forman, The Making of Black Revolutionaries  (University of Washington 
Press, 1997) 

● Faith S. Holsaert, Martha Precod Norman Noonan, Judy Richardson, Betty 
Garman Robinson, Jean Smith Young, and Dorothy M. Zellner, eds. Hands on 
the Freedom Plow: Personal Accounts by Women in SNCC. (Urbana, IL: 
University of Illinois Press, 2010). 

Format 

We have tailored this course to be delivered in multiple ways. Firstly, the modality can 
be either virtual or in-person. Secondly, and perhaps most significantly, it can be 
delivered in both the traditional lecture format and the seminar discussion format, as 
well as in non-traditional, flipped classroom formats. The teaching notes provide 
suggestions and recommendations tailored to the course material covered that week. 
In addition, we have added suggested media and other resources that can be folded 
into the course delivery. We believe that each instructor should use the methods that 
are most appropriate to the participants engaged in these courses. This method 
should enable participants to reach a clear understanding and appreciation of the 
“SNCC Way”—not only its approach to organizing, but its approach to pedagogy. This 
too is movement-building.   

Notes on Our Approach 

This course employs the SNCC archive as the primary pedagogical tool for 
understanding the history of the movement. Individual facilitators however are free to 
enlarge upon that foundation by bringing in more historical figures, archives, and/or 
secondary sources that may not be available within the SNCC collection. In addition, 
the facilitator should feel free to connect the historical content to stories within and 
beyond the movement that might be relevant to the unique regional, institutional, and 
political contexts for the class. If there are stories that can be fruitfully added to the 
discussion, the facilitator might improvise upon what we have offered here. We 
encourage and expect facilitators to incorporate those elements into their delivery of 
the course. 
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Schedule: 

Week 1 – Setting the Stage: Decolonization in the Third World 

Discussion Questions and Dilemmas: 

In what ways can we trace a long history/arc of SNCC and Black Power, beginning with 
the rise of Pan-Africanism at the turn of the century, and continuing through the 
Bandung moment (and beyond)? In what ways can we understand SNCC (and 
therefore Black Power) as always already an internationalist movement, while also 
accounting for the local and granular development(s) of SNCC?  How did 
decolonization in the Third World set the stage and provide a script for engaging in 
radical solidarities, both locally and hemispherically? 

Readings and Resources: 

● “Internationalism pt. 1: An International Consciousness,” SNCC Digital 
Gateway. 

● “Internationalism pt. 2: Pan-Africanism,” SNCC Digital Gateway. 
● “Black Power Continuum,” Black Power Chronicles. 
● “Selections from Declarations and Resolutions of the Fifth Pan-African 

Congress: Manchester, England, October 13–21, 1945,” Black Camera 13 (Fall 
2021): 343-51. 

● “Final Communiqué of the Asian-African Conference of Bandung (24 April 
1955),” Asia-Africa Speak from Bandung. Djakarta: THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, Republic of Indonesia, 1955. pp. 161-169. 

Other Resources: 

● Marcus Garvey, “Declaration of the Rights of the Negro Peoples of the World.” 
History Matters. 

● Pan African Association, “To the Nations of the World ca. 1900,” W.E.B. Du Bois 
Papers, Credo, UMass-Amherst, Robert M. Cox, Special Collections and 
University Archives. 

Teaching Notes: 
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https://snccdigital.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Internationalism_Transcript01.pdf
https://snccdigital.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Internationalism_Transcript01.pdf
https://snccdigital.org/our-voices/internationalism/part-2/
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https://www.cvce.eu/en/obj/final_communique_of_the_asian_african_conference_of_bandung_24_april_1955-en-676237bd-72f7-471f-949a-88b6ae513585.html
https://www.cvce.eu/en/obj/final_communique_of_the_asian_african_conference_of_bandung_24_april_1955-en-676237bd-72f7-471f-949a-88b6ae513585.html
https://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5122/
https://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5122/
https://credo.library.umass.edu/view/full/mums312-b004-i321
https://credo.library.umass.edu/view/full/mums312-b004-i321


● For a lecture format, course leaders may choose to begin with a discussion of 
the relationship(s) between the birth of Pan-Africanism, the UNIA, and the later 
emergence of Black Power. Facilitators are encouraged to follow highlighting 
passages from the reading(s) that emphasize the constant travels and 
movement(s) of Black radicals and (Black) power. 

● For a seminar format, facilitators may choose to distribute a copy of the 
resolution(s) of the Fifth Pan African Congress. Facilitators are encouraged to 
then offer close readings of key passages in the transcripts that address the 
orienting questions for the week. 

● For an activity-based or flipped classroom context, facilitators may ask 
participants to meet in groups, assign one orienting question to each group, 
and have them develop mini-summaries drawing on examples from the 
assign(ed) texts. Participants may present their summaries by sharing a slide 
deck with the class digitally, or by presenting in front of their peers. 

Week 2 – “Africa for the Africans”: SNCC and African Decolonization 

Discussion Questions and Dilemmas: 

How might we think the deep and varied movement linkages established between 
SNCC and movement workers on the African continent in the 1960s? How did this 
crucial work help to establish an ideological and cultural bedrock for the establishment 
of a Black Power ideology and political platform? In what ways are some of the tenets 
of Black Power (self-defense, Black Arts, Black Studies, etc.) apparent in these 
linkages?  In what ways were these linkages a hinge point between the long arc of 
Internationalism from the turn of the century to the development of Black Power in the 
late 1960s? 

Readings and Resources: 

● “Memo from John Lewis to SNCC staff about liberation movements in 
Africa, 1964,” SNCC Digital Gateway. 

● “Early Africa Connections,” SNCC Digital Gateway. 
● “African Liberation Movements,” SNCC Digital Gateway. 
● “SNCC Protests South African Consulate in New York”, SNCC Digital 

Gateway. 
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https://www.crmvet.org/docs/6412_sncc_lewis_memo.pdf
https://www.crmvet.org/docs/6412_sncc_lewis_memo.pdf
https://snccdigital.org/inside-sncc/international-connections/early-africa-connections
https://snccdigital.org/inside-sncc/international-connections/african-liberation-movements/
https://snccdigital.org/events/sncc-protests-at-south-african-consulate-in-new-york
https://snccdigital.org/events/sncc-protests-at-south-african-consulate-in-new-york


● “SNCC Workers Meet Oginga Odinga,” SNCC Digital Gateway. 
● The Freedom Singers, Oginga Odinga. 
● Judy Richardson, “SNCC: My Enduring Circle of Trust,” in Hands on the 

Freedom Plow, 352-53. 

Other Resources: 

● Fanon Che Wilkins, “The Making of Black Internationalists: SNCC and Africa 
Before the Launching of Black Power, 1960-1965,”  Journal of African 
American History (Fall 2007), 468-491. 

Teaching Notes: 

● For a lecture format, facilitators may choose to begin with a discussion of 
the relationship(s) between the turn of the century movements (for example, 
the UNIA) and the later emergence of SNCC’s solidarity efforts with respect 
to African liberation movements in the mid-century. Facilitators are 
encouraged to follow highlighting passages from the reading(s) that 
emphasize the constant communication between members of SNCC and 
activists on the African continent. 

● For a seminar format, facilitators may choose to distribute a copy of the 
lyrics to “Odinga Odinga.” Facilitators are encouraged to then offer close 
readings of key passages in the song that address the orienting questions 
for the week. One example that might prompt discussion concerns the 
juxtaposition of Kenya and Mississippi in the song lyrics. 

● For an activity-based or flipped classroom context, facilitators may ask 
participants to come up with working definitions of imperialism, 
decolonization, and internationalism. The larger session could reconvene to 
assess the process through which these definitions began to shape the 
consciousness of political actors during this period. 

Week 3 – “Africa for the Africans” Part II: SNCC in Africa 

Discussion Questions and Dilemmas:  
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https://snccdigital.org/events/sncc-workers-meet-oginga-odinga
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UjgNC9CfjQs
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How did members of SNCC prioritize traveling to the African continent (on several 
occasions), setting in motion an urgency prompted by the witnessing of (and 
organizing with) African freedom fighters’ attempts to mobilize across vast linguistic, 
historical, and social differences. In what ways did this effort on the part of SNCC 
further stabilize and diffuse the solidarities forged at the turn of the century? In what 
ways did these solidarities prime SNCC and the world for the theorizing and rise of 
Black Power? How did these solidarities crystallize into movement work in the 1970s 
and beyond? 

Readings and Resources: 

● Memo to SNCC Staff From Dona Richards; Re: A SNCC African 
Project, Mary E. King Papers, Wisconsin Historical Society. 

● Interview with Harry Belafonte by Blackside, Inc., May 15, 1989, Eyes on the 
Prize, Henry Hampton Collection, Washington University. 

● The Call, Sixth Pan-African Congress, SNCC Digital Gateway. 
● Forman, The Making of Black Revolutionaries, 520-21. 
● Fanon Che Wilkins, “The Making of Black Internationalists: SNCC and Africa 

Before the Launching of Black Power, 1960-1965,”  Journal of African 
American History (Fall 2007), 468-491. 

● Marcus Garvey, “Africa for the Africans” (poem, 1921),  

Teaching Notes: 

● For a lecture format, facilitators may choose to begin with a discussion of 
SNCC’s dedication to studying and supporting African Liberation 
movements, with particular attention paid to the increased mobility/travel 
across the hemispheres. 

● For a seminar format, facilitators might utilize the resources above to 
examine the challenges and possibilities with respect to African organizing 
among SNCC and SNCC affiliated activists during this period. 

● For an activity-based or flipped classroom context, facilitators may stage a 
reading of the Garvey poem aloud. In groups, participants could offer their 
own takes and interpretations of what this poem offers in the context of the 
Pan Africanist movement.  
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https://content.wisconsinhistory.org/digital/collection/p15932coll2/id/24684
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https://snccdigital.org/wp-content/uploads/digitalcollections/6PAC_TheCall.pdf
https://bpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/u.osu.edu/dist/1/3078/files/2012/06/Appendix-VI1.pdf


Week 4 – Theorizing Black Power 

Discussion Questions and Dilemmas: 

What are the necessary components for developing a robust (if not perfect) working 
definition of Black Power? What are the histories internal to the different approaches 
to defining and understanding Black Power? Are there some key moments/texts/
declarations which we might use as possible points of entry, or openings, for naming 
and discerning the meaning of Black Power? Who are the key figures in articulating 
both a local and broader vision(s) of Black Power as a conceptual, political, aesthetic, 
and philosophic framework? 

Readings and Resources: 

● “Black Power,” SNCC Digital Archive, SNCC Digital Gateway.  
● Gloria House [44:52], Pt. I “The Rise and Triumph of Black Power, 1965 – 1966,” 

We Shall Not Be Moved Conference, 1988, Trinity College. 
● “The Fundamentals of Black Power,” Black Power Chronicles. 
● Ture and Hamilton, Black Power, 34-56. 
● Carmichael, Stokely Speaks, 183-227. 
● Forman, The Making of Black Revolutionaries, 456-60. 
● Perry Blankson, “Remembering Trinidad and Tobago’s Black Power Revolution,” 

Tribune, February 26, 2023. 

Other Resources: 

● Film: Bloody Lowndes and the Road to Black Power (dir. Geeta Ghandbir and 
Sam Pollard, 2022) 

Teaching Notes: 

● For a lecture-style class, facilitators are encouraged to offer some intellectual 
and epistemological pillars for understanding the meaning, nature, and use 
of the term ‘Black Power’, including the contested nature of the term, and 
its elasticity as a philosophy, political strategy, and way of life.  

● For a seminar and flipped classroom context, facilitators may ask participants 
to each offer a definition of what they feel is the meaning of Black Power, 
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https://snccdigital.org/resources/themes/black-power/
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and present it to their classmates, based on the readings and other texts 
offered for the week.  

Week 5 – From “Up South”: Black Migration, Black Power 

Discussion Questions and Dilemmas: 

How did the Second Great Migration allow for the continued organizing throughways 
between the Southern States and Northern Cities? In what ways did this instill crucial 
connections in the growth of Black Power years later? How does this connect to the 
idea of the Black Belt? How were figures like Malcolm X and other urban and northern 
based organizing traditions influential to SNCC? How might we better understand the 
growth of SNCC and Black Power, through the popularity of Black Power through the 
expression of “from up South?” How did the magnitude and severity of the violence 
experienced by Black peoples in the South (particularly the Black Belt and on the front 
lines of the Second World War), contribute to the swelling of the Second Great 
Migration? 

Readings and Resources: 

● Charles Cobb Jr., “Winds of Change,” SNCC Digital Gateway. 
● W.E.B. Du Bois, “Of the Black Belt,” in The Souls of Black Folk (A.C McClurg, 

1903).  
● “Mapping the Great Migration”, America’s Great Migrations Project, Civil Rights 

and Labor History Consortium, University of Washington. 
● Chandler Owen, “Negroes and the War,” Illinois State Library/SNCC Digital 

Gateway. 
● “Going into Lowndes County,” SNCC Digital Gateway. 
● Allen Tullos, “The Traditional Counties of Alabama’s Black Belt,” Southern 

Spaces, April 19, 2004.  

Other Resources: 

● Clyde Woods, “Sittin’ On Top of the World: The Challenges of Blues and Hip 
Hop Geography,” in Katherine McKittrick and Clyde Woods, eds., Black 
Geographies and the Politics of Place (Between the Lines, 2007), 46-81.  
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https://snccdigital.org/inside-sncc/the-story-of-sncc/winds-of-change/
https://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/203/the-souls-of-black-folk/4446/chapter-7-of-the-black-belt/
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http://www.idaillinois.org/digital/collection/isl3/id/11994
https://snccdigital.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Lowndes_Transcript02.pdf
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● Khalil G. Muhammad, The Condemnation of Blackness (Harvard University 
Press, 2010), 226-68.   

● Interview with Aaron Henry by Neil McMillen and George Burson, May 1, 1972, 
Center for Oral History and Cultural Heritage, USM/SNCC Digital Gateway.  

Teaching Notes: 

● For a lecture format, course leaders may choose to begin with a discussion of 
the relationship(s) between space, power, and white terrorism and violence in 
the Black Belt. 

● For a seminar format, course leaders would display a copy of “Mapping the 
Great Migration,” so that they can refer to it during their discussion(s). Course 
leaders are encouraged to then encourage participants to point out certain 
patterns, continuities, breaks/disjunctures in the migration pattern(s) from the 
Black Belt. Which cities received the most migrants? How can this visualization 
help foretell the development of Black Power in these cities?  

● For an activity-based or flipped classroom context, course leaders may ask 
participants to meet in groups and detail their own family histories with relation 
to the Second Great Migration. The groups would examine the trajectories of 
their ancestors and forbears alongside the histories of movement that are being 
discussed in this week.  

Week 6 – The Roots of Black Power: Lowndes County 

Discussion Questions and Dilemmas:  

This week’s session will focus on the growth of SNCC’s Black Freedom Struggle and 
Black Power out of the organizing in Lowndes County (in the Black Belt, Alabama). 
What was life like for Black peoples in Lowndes County, Alabama during the mid-
century? Who were the people most impacted while living under these conditions? 
How did they understand and theorize their own predicament(s)? How were these 
early, grounded theorizations fundamental to the later rise of Black Power? In what 
ways did Meredith March figure in the “turn” toward the Black Power ethos? 

Readings and Resources: 
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● “Lowndes County Negroes Work to Take Over County,” The Movement, June 
1966, Social Action Vertical File, Washington Historical Society, SNCC Digital 
Gateway. 

● Ethel Williams, “Look Out for Each Other,” Our Voices, SNCC Digital Gateway. 
● “Meredith March,” SNCC Digital Gateway. 
● SNCC Launches Black Power, Black Power Chronicles. 
● Ture and Hamilton, Black Power, 98-120. 
● Forman, The Making of Black Revolutionaries, 433-47. 
● Gloria House, “We’ll Never Turn Back,” in Hands on the Freedom Plow, 503-14. 
● Hassan Kwame Jeffries, Bloody Lowndes: Civil Rights and Black Power in 

Alabama’s Black Belt (New York University Press, 2009), 7-37.  

Other Resources: 

● Meredith March Against Fear, 1966, Civil Rights Movement Archive. 

Teaching Notes: 

●  For this week, course leaders may offer an introductory lecture that situates 
Lowndes County in the world, the US, and the U.S. south and Alabama 
specifically. 
  

● For a seminar format or flipped classroom, course leaders may ask participants 
to separate into groups, with each group assigned an analytical stratum (Global, 
United States, Southern United States, Alabama). Each group will then develop 
a mind-map connecting the relationship between Lowndes County and their 
assigned analytic frame, with emphasis on this key question from the preamble: 
How were these early, grounded theorizations fundamental to the later rise of 
Black Power? 

Week 7 – Voting Rights, Political Education, and Political Power 

Discussion Questions and Dilemmas: 

In what ways were electoral politics fundamental to the suppression of Black resistance 
and liberation movements in places like Lowndes County? In what ways did efforts to 
organize around the vote deepen our understanding of democracy while also pushing 
against a singular focus on electoral wins/politics? What strategies did SNCC 
organizers use to fight the suppression of Black votes? How did the Mississippi 
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https://content.wisconsinhistory.org/digital/collection/p15932coll2/id/65918
https://content.wisconsinhistory.org/digital/collection/p15932coll2/id/65918
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Freedom Democratic Party help sharpen these contradictions? What is the relationship 
between the fight for voting rights and political education, and how did this 
relationship season SNCC for the adoption of Black Power? 

Readings and Resources: 

● Malcolm X, “The Ballot or the Bullet,” in Malcolm X Speaks, ed. George 
Breitman (New York: Grove Press, 1965), 23-44. 

● Fannie Lou Hamer, “I’m Sick and Tired of Being Sick and Tired, 1964” Civil 
Rights Movement Archive. 

● “Program for the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party,” Civil Rights 
Movement Archive. 

● “Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party,” SNCC Digital Gateway. 
● Charlie Cobb, “Some Notes on Education,” Civil Rights Movement Archive 
● Forman, The Making of Black Revolutionaries, 345-406. 
● Ture and Hamilton, Black Power, 86-97. 

Other Resources: 

● Freedom Vote, Fact Sheet, Civil Rights Movement Archive, 1963  

Teaching Notes: 

● For a lecture style class, the course instructor is encouraged to offer an 
overview of the 1960s struggle for voting rights in SNCC, with particular 
emphasis on places like Mississippi, and its role as the impetus for much of the 
organizing around Selma and Alabama.  

● For a seminar style class, the course instructor is encouraged to stage a 
discussion about the Mississippi, and the conflict/tensions with liberals in the 
Democrat party vs the realities of racism, and Jim Crow violence in the South.  

● For a flipped classroom, participants are encouraged to offer presentations that 
center SNCC’s style of organizing and its relationship to the local ecologies of 
movement building in Lowndes County. What was it like for organizers from 
other places to come into Lowndes County and participate in struggles 
alongside locals? What was the role of political education in these endeavors? 

Week 8 – The Burning House of ‘68: After “Rights,” Towards “Power” 
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https://www.crmvet.org/docs/flh64.htm
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Discussion Questions and Dilemmas:  

How did 1968 become a crucial moment in global Black struggles of liberation? What 
were the efforts to organize across hemispheres in the pursuit of their radical 
agenda(s)? What role did state violence play in the groundswell of movements/
organizing in the run-up to 1968? How did radicals in the Americas, Europe, the 
African Continent, and Asia draw toward one another in the rise of Black Power? How 
can we trace SNCC’s impact on this process? How did the year of 1968 offer the 
possibility of what David Austin calls a “second emancipation”? 

Readings and Resources: 

● Jennifer Lawson, Black Power Chronicles. 
● Sylvia Hill, Black Power Chronicles. 
● Forman, The Making of Black Revolutionaries, 504-22. 
● Ture, Stokely Speaks, 77-100. 
● Markle, Motorcycle on Hell Run, 43-71. 
● “Almost As If Their Spirits Are Still There” - David Austin on The 1968 Congress 

of Black Writers, Millennials are Killing Capitalism Podcast.   

Other Resources: 

● Bedour Alagraa, "Moving Against the System: Dread History and the Global 
1968," Small Axe, 24 (2020): 218-227. 

Teaching Notes: 

● For a lecture-style class, course leaders are encouraged to offer an account of 
the historical context in the 10 years leading up to 1968, focusing on the ways 
that definitions of Black Power converged with both local and global dilemmas. 
It should contextualize the explosions following the rebellions and 
assassinations of the period as linked to the international trajectories trending 
toward revolution.  

● For a seminar and flipped classroom context, course leaders may ask 
participants to “diagnose” their understandings of Black Power’s global reach 
at the end of the decade. As each group presents their preconceptions, we 
might use the interviews, documentary sources, and secondary literature to 
reassess our understandings of these phenomena.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zlxq1zT9Qj4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3YOnWrNyRfI
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Week 9 – Varsity Blues Part I: Black Power and Student Activism 

Discussion Questions and Dilemmas:  

What does it mean that SNCC was a youth-led movement and organization, with many 
of the key interlocutors college participants as young as 17 years old in its earliest 
phase? How were college campuses crucial organizing and movement hubs? What was 
the role of HBCUs in the deployment of countless direct action tactics? How were 
college campuses also crucial sites for participants to stage important intellectual 
debates and quarrels? In what ways did these college-based discussions include those 
concerned with the differences between violence and non-violence as strategies or 
ways of life, and the possibilities and pitfalls of moving away from a “rights” based 
agenda towards a transformation of power itself? What challenges do these students 
face in these contexts? 

Readings and Resources: 

● Charles Cobb Jr., “The Birth of SNCC,” SNCC Digital Gateway. 
● CORE Pamphlet, “Sit-ins: The Student Report” (1960), Civil Rights Movement 

Archive. 
● “Early Student Movement History and Activism,” SNCC 50th Anniversary, SNCC 

Movement History Platform. 
● The Student Voice, Vol. 1 (June 1960), Wisconsin Historical Society, SNCC 

Digital Gateway. 
● Diane Nash [30:05], Pt. “The Redemptive Community: The Sit-Ins, the Freedom 

Rides, and the Birth of SNCC,” We Shall Not Be Moved Conference, 1988, 
Trinity College 

● Gwen Patton, “Born Freedom Fighter,” in Hands on the Freedom Plow, 572-86. 

Teaching Notes: 

● For a lecture style course, facilitators may choose to highlight certain key figures 
in SNCC organizing and the rise of Black Power who began their work as 
student activists. Facilitators are encouraged to tell the stories of these figures 
as nodes for articulating the broader importance of campus activism in SNCC 
and the growth of Black power. 
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● For a seminar style course, facilitators may pose the following questions to 
participants as discussion anchors: what were the conversations among college 
student activists concerning debates re. violence/non-violence, voting rights, 
and political education, and how did these conversations diffuse into SNCC 
organizing? How did SNCC organizing likewise diffuse into campus activism? 

● For a flipped classroom setting, participants are encouraged to share their own 
relationship to campus activism (where applicable),and discuss how SNCC’s 
organizing tactics have endured for them and their fellow student organizers. 

Week 10 – Varsity Blues Part II: Black Power and Black Studies 

Discussion Questions and Dilemmas:  

How important was the history of Black student activism that resulted in the 
development of Black Studies? How was Black Studies connected to Black Power? 
How did the domestic and global landscape/tensions (such as the Cold War, Non-
Alignment, the rise of armed resistance movements on the African Continent, etc.) 
shape the direct actions/protests and demands of Black participants in their pursuit of 
Black Studies curricula? How did SNCC’s emphasis on political education foretell the 
story of the latter half of the 1960s—Black student protests, Black Studies, and Black 
Power? 

Readings and Resources: 

● Geri Augusto, “Toward a Black University,” clip, SNCC Digital Gateway. 
● Charles Cobb, "Prospectus for Summer Freedom School Program in 

Mississippi," December 1963, Harry Bowie Papers, Washington Historical 
Society, SNCC Digital Gateway. 

● “STRIKE!... Concerning the 1968-69 Strike at San Francisco State College,” The 
San Francisco Digital History Archive. 

● James P. Garrett, “Creating a Black Studies Department at Federal City College 
(UDC), 1968-1969,” Black Power Chronicles. 

● St. Claire Drake, “Black Studies and Global Perspectives,” Journal of Negro 
Education 53 (1984): 226-42. 

● Vincent Harding, “The Vocation of the Black Scholar and the Struggles of the 
Black Community,” in Education and Black Struggle (Harvard Educational 
Review, 1974). 
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https://snccdigital.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Internationalism_Transcript02.pdf
https://content.wisconsinhistory.org/digital/collection/p15932coll2/id/3794
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/2294860?seq=1
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/635569db28d91410345992a5/t/6686e0d651151c52aa8b1c29/1720115428412/PAGES+LIB_+The+Vocation+of+the+Black+Scholar+and+the+Struggles+of+the+Black+Community-+Vincent+Harding.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/635569db28d91410345992a5/t/6686e0d651151c52aa8b1c29/1720115428412/PAGES+LIB_+The+Vocation+of+the+Black+Scholar+and+the+Struggles+of+the+Black+Community-+Vincent+Harding.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/635569db28d91410345992a5/t/6686e0d651151c52aa8b1c29/1720115428412/PAGES+LIB_+The+Vocation+of+the+Black+Scholar+and+the+Struggles+of+the+Black+Community-+Vincent+Harding.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/635569db28d91410345992a5/t/6686e0d651151c52aa8b1c29/1720115428412/PAGES+LIB_+The+Vocation+of+the+Black+Scholar+and+the+Struggles+of+the+Black+Community-+Vincent+Harding.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/635569db28d91410345992a5/t/6686e0d651151c52aa8b1c29/1720115428412/PAGES+LIB_+The+Vocation+of+the+Black+Scholar+and+the+Struggles+of+the+Black+Community-+Vincent+Harding.pdf


Other Resources: 

● Summary of Freedom School Curriculum, 1964, CORE, Mississippi 4th 
Congressional District Records, WHS, SNCC Digital Gateway. 

● Memorandum from the campus travellers to SNCC staff regarding the college 
campus program, Fall 1964, Stuart Ewen Papers, Wisconsin Historical Society. 

Teaching Notes: 

● For a lecture-style course, facilitators are encouraged to chart how the political 
education initiatives of SNCC (for example, Charles Cobb Jr’s "Prospectus for 
Summer Freedom School Program in Mississippi," 1963), foretold both the 
epistemological crystallization and student activism that would lead to the 
creation of Black Studies departments across the country between 1968-71. 

● For a seminar style course, facilitators are encouraged to pose the following 
questions as discussion anchors for participants: in what ways was the growth of 
Black Studies and Black Power co-constitutive, and in what ways were they 
dissonant? Where does SNCC organizing (for example, the development of 
SNCC’s Research Department) fit into this discussion of harmonious and 
dissonant development(s) in Black Studies and Black Power? 

● For a flipped classroom, participants are encouraged to offer their own 
definition(s) of Black Studies. How does this definition compare to their 
definition(s) of Black Power they developed earlier in the course? How are both 
of these definitions reflected in SNCC’s political education initiatives? 

Week 11 – “Wildcat the Movement”: Black Power and Black Labor 

Discussion Questions and Dilemmas: 

What were the linkages between SNCC’s organizing (for example, around electoral 
politics) and the concurrent growth of Black labor unions, strikes, wildcats, and 
growing resistance against the increasingly omnipotent economic violence across the 
country? In what ways did they draw the connection between voter suppression and 
wage suppression? How did SNCC’s consistent engagement in radical Black labor 
organizing become crucial for Black Power’s insistence on addressing economic 
violence and exploitation? 
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https://content.wisconsinhistory.org/digital/collection/p15932coll2/id/42319
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Readings and Resources: 

● “Why We Are Here at the Greenville Air Force Base,” January 31, 1966, 
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party Records, Wisconsin Historical Society, 
SNCC Digital Gateway. 

● “Mississippi Freedom Labor Union: Draft Constitution,” SNCC Digital Gateway.  
● SNCC Meeting Minutes, “Report on Delano Farm Workers Strike given by 

Wendy Goepel,” December 6, 1965, Civil Rights Movement Archive.  
● “44 Arrested: Strike Gets Wide Support,"  The Movement, November 1965, 

SNCC Digital Gateway. 
● Poor People’s Campaign, Brochure, 1968, Civil Rights Movement Archive. 
● Forman, The Making of Black Revolutionaries, 543-53. 
● Lee Sustar, “Uprising of the Black Autoworkers” Socialist Worker, March 1, 

2013. 

Other Resources: 

● Robin D.G. Kelley, “Organize or Starve!: Communists, Labor, and Antiradical 
Violence,” In  Hammer and Hoe: Alabama Communists during the Great 
Depression, Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Edition, 57–77 (University of North 
Carolina Press, 2015). 

Teaching Notes: 

● For a lecture-style course, facilitators are encouraged to share how the crucial 
role that labor organizing and labor unions (e.g. the Mississippi Freedom Labor 
Union, Dodge Revolutionary Union Movement, National Farm Workers 
Association), and the founding of institutes like SNCC’s Poor People’s 
Corporation, played in the growing radicalization and socialist consciousness in 
SNCC, and how this understanding of political economy grew into a pillar of 
Black Power organizing and consciousness. 

● For a seminar or flipped course style, participants may divide into groups and 
choose one Labor Union/organization to analyze. Participants are then 
encouraged to chart the history of this organization, identify its relationship to 
SNCC, and consider which founding principles are evident in the different 
expressions of Black Power.  
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http://digital.wustl.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=eop;cc=eop;rgn=main;view=text;idno=bel5427.0417.013
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http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5149/9781469625492_kelley.10.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5149/9781469625492_kelley.10.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5149/9781469625492_kelley.10.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5149/9781469625492_kelley.10.


Week 12 – Black Power, Black Arts, Black Stories  

Discussion Questions and Dilemmas: 

How have Black artists shaped the direction and evolution of Black Power? In what 
ways did SNCC value folk traditions and artistic creation as a form of organizing? How 
did formations like the Free Southern Theater and the Freedom Singers represent 
these ideals? In what ways did this transform and influence the elements of Black Art 
that were prevalent in the urban north? How were political struggles reimagined and 
renewed in light of these transformations?  

Readings and Resources: 

● “We Had to Change the Conversation,” SNCC 50th Anniversary Conference, 
A.B. Spellman (Poet, Author), Amiri Baraka (Poet, Playwright), Haki Madhubuti 
(Poet, Founder, Third World Press), Jamila Jones (Harambee Singers), John 
O’Neal (Free Southern Theater). 

● “Songs and Their Stories,” SNCC Digital Gateway.  
● “Transcript: Song and Music in the Movement,” Candie Carawan, Charles 

Cobb, Bettie Mae Fikes, Worth Long, Charles Neblett, and Hollis Watkins, 
September 19 – 20, 2017, SNCC Digital Gateway. 

● “Come on Over to the Lovin’ Spoonful,” Maria Varela and Worth Long, SNCC 
Digital Gateway.  

● “Proposal for a Free Southern Theater, [1964],” Civil Rights Movement Archive.  
● Bettie Mae Fikes, “Singing for Freedom,” in Hands on the Freedom Plow, 

460-70. 

Other Resources: 

● Guy and Candie Carawan, eds., Sing for Freedom: The Story of the Civil Rights 
Movement Through its Songs (Bethlehem, PA: Sing Out Publications, 1990). 
Amiri Baraka, “The Black Arts Movement: Its Meaning and Potential,"  Nka: 
Journal of Contemporary African Art 29 (2011): 22-31.  

Teaching Notes: 

● For a lecture-style course, facilitators are encouraged to share how the growth 
of Black Power and Black Arts were mutually constituted, and how SNCC’s own 
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https://sncclegacyproject.org/sncc-and-the-black-arts-movement/
https://sncclegacyproject.org/sncc-and-the-black-arts-movement/
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attentiveness to expressive culture (particularly song) is a key throughline in the 
development of Black Power’s cultural arm: Black Arts  

● For a seminar style, facilitators may pose the following question to participants 
as anchors for the discussion:  what is the relationship between expressive 
culture and formal politics? What is the relationship between expressive culture 
and politics outside of formalized spaces? What are some examples of the 
former and the latter, and how does SNCC’s emphasis of song, theater, art, walk 
the tightrope between these two types of relationships between culture/
politics? 

● In a flipped classroom, facilitators might assign participants various songs or 
poems that are considered part of the Black Arts Movement. Breaking up into 
groups, this session might ask participants to mine the lyrics and/or words for 
connections to the Black Power ethos. 

Week 13 – Alabama to Oakland: Self-Defense, Armed Resistance, and the Black 
Panther Party 

Discussion Questions and Dilemmas: 

What is the significance of symbols in the Black Power movement? Where did the 
image of the Black Panther Party come from? How did it travel in the ways that it did, 
and how can we use this idea of a “traveling” symbol to understand the manner in 
which Black Power traveled similarly or dissimilarly? 

Readings and Resources: 

● Charles Cobb Jr., “The Black Panther,” SNCC Digital Gateway. 
● “The Black Panther: Political Education,” SNCC Digital Gateway. 
● “Come Out Fighting,” SNCC Digital Gateway. 
● Ture, Stokely Speaks 9-16. 
● Forman, The Making of Black Revolutionaries, 522-43. 
● Interview with Courtland Cox and Jennifer Lawson, “Black Voter Suppression, 

Activist Comics, and the First Black Panther Party,” The Comics Journal 308 
(2022): 76-90. 

● Joshua Bloom and Waldo Martin, Black Against Empire: The History and Politics 
of the Black Panther Party (University of California Press, 2016), 38-44. 
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https://snccdigital.org/inside-sncc/the-story-of-sncc/the-black-panther/
https://snccdigital.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/LowndesCounty_Part3_Transcript.pdf


Teaching Notes: 

● For a lecture format, course leaders are encouraged to offer a brief overview 
and timeline of key developments that led to the formation of the Black Panther 
Political party in Lowndes County, Alabama, then trace the ways this extended 
to places like Oakland.  

● For a seminar format, participants might engage the ways in which symbols 
related to the principles which both the Black Panther Party and larger Black 
Power movement cohered, as well as how they have become limited ways to 
appreciate the fullness of movement activity in our contemporary moment. 

● For a flipped classroom scenario, course leaders may choose to have 
participants develop ‘mind maps’ which show the connections between the 
Black Panther political party in Lowndes County, the Black Panther Party in 
Oakland, Black Power, and Self-defense during the years 1963-67. 

Week 14 – Hemispheric Connections: Yellow Power, Red Power, People-Power 

Discussion Questions and Dilemmas: 

How did Black Power skyrocket as a frame for Asian and Indigenous liberation 
struggles? How did the growth of dissent against the Vietnam War in the United 
States, the growth of Ho Chi Minh’s victories, as well as the growth of the Red Power 
Movement dovetail with Third World liberation? In what way did this influence Brown 
and/or Chicano/a struggles? How did Black Power as a political philosophy, ideology, 
and political movement pay crucial attention to both the granular and the general? 
And how did it offer other oppressed groups key building blocks to extend and 
transform its pillars in their combined struggles for liberation? 

Readings and Resources: 

● Statement by SNCC on the War in Vietnam, January 6, 1966, SNCC Digital 
Gateway. 

● “Black Youth Against the War,”  The Movement, April 27, 1967, Farmworker 
Movement Documentation Project, UC San Diego. 
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● Memo from Michael Simmons and Larry Fox to SNCC Staff regarding National 
Anti-Draft Program, November 28, 1966, Civil Rights Movement Archive. 

● Ture, Stokely Speaks, 101-10. 
● Maria Varela, “Time To Get Ready,” in Hands on the Freedom Plow, 552-72. 

Other Resources: 

● Brian Ward, “1968: The Rise of the Red Power Movement,” Socialist Worker, 
August 8, 2018. 

Teaching Notes: 

● For a lecture style course, facilitators are encouraged to trace how the anti-war, 
anti-militarism, and anti-capitalism of SNCC was extended via Black Power, 
which then led to the development of other Third World movement ideologies 
predicated on the same. 

● For the seminar, facilitators might develop a discussion where participants 
examine and explore the similarities and differences and meanings of 
solidarities across different regional and geographic contexts, taking care to 
explore the ways SNCC and Black Power engaged these questions.  

● For the flipped classroom, facilitators may divide participants into groups, and 
assign each a text to summarize, analyze, and draw questions which they will 
pose to their classmates. 

Week 15 – Power Everywhere There’s People 

Discussion Questions and Dilemmas: 

How did Black Power lead to the outgrowth of several “tributary” political and 
ideological frameworks? How was it connected to concepts like “intercommunalism,” 
“survival pending revolution,” and people-power (among others)? In what ways can we 
see the early chrysalids of SNCC’s organizing in Lowndes County sprinkled throughout 
the colonized world’s embrace of Black Power? How might we understand the nature 
of these legacies in the present? 

Readings and Resources: 
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● Nkenge Toure, Black Power Chronicles. 
● Bob Brown, Black Power Chronicles. 
● Black Power Chronology, Black Power Chronicles.  
● Sylvia Hill, “From the Southern Africa Support Project to the Free South Africa 

Movement: a Brief Historical Recollection, 1978-1990,” Black Power Chronicles. 
● “New Communities,” SNCC Digital Movement Platform. 
● Huey P. Newton, “Intercommunalism” (1974). 
● Chairman Fred Hampton, “Power Anywhere There’s People,” Speech delivered 

at Olivet Church, 1969. 
● Siddesh Gautam, “And the Dalit Panther Roared Again,” The Funambulist, 

December 14, 2022. 
● Amanda Joyce Hall, “The Black Pacific and the Shapes of Global Black Power,” 

Black Perspectives, June 30, 2021. 

Other Resources: 

● The Black Power Mixtape 1967-1975: a Documentary in 9 Chapters (dir. Göran 
Hugo, 2012). 

● Public Enemy, “Fight the Power,” Fear of a Black Planet  (Def Jam Records, 
1989, CD) 

Teaching Notes: 

● This final lesson offers the opportunity to reflect on course content through the 
controlling metaphor of Black Power as a flowing river with many tributary 
political ideologies/movements. In lecture format, the course leader can guide 
participants through a display of how Black power can be traced in the growth 
of these tributaries locally and globally. 

● In a seminar or flipped setting, participants can select a specific archive or 
“tributary” to study. As an activity, the class can then share insights to develop 
their own ideas for a SNCC-related program or project exploring how Black 
Power memories connect and converge with local and global struggles now. 
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Kwame Ture (Stokely Carmichael) 
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Appendix: Reading List 
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Movement Through its Songs. Bethlehem, PA: Sing Out Publications, 1990. 

Carson, In Struggle: SNCC and the Black Awakening of the 1960s. Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Press, 1981. 

Cobb, Charles. This Nonviolent Stuff’ll Get You Killed: How Guns Made the Civil Rights 
Movement Possible. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2015. 

Collier-Thomas, Bettye and V.P. Franklin, eds. Sisters in the Struggle: African American 
Women in the Civil Rights-Black Power Movement. New York: New York 
University Press, 2001. 

Du Bois, W.E.B. Black Reconstruction in America. New York: Free Press: 2000. 

Jeffries, Hasan Kwame. Bloody Lowndes: Civil Rights and Black Power in Alabama’s 
Black Belt. New York: New York University Press, 2009.  

Jeffries, Judson, ed. Black Power in the Belly of the Beast. Urbana, IL: University of 
Illinois Press, 2006. 

Kelley, Robin D.G. Freedom Dreams: The Black Radical Imagination. Boston: Beacon 
Press, 2002. 

--.  Hammer and Hoe: Alabama Communists during the Great Depression, Durham: 
University of North Carolina Press, 2015.  

Markle, Seth. A Motorcycle on Hell Run: Tanzania, Black Power, and the Uncertain 
Future of Pan-Africanism, 1964–1974 (Michigan State University Press, 2017. 

Sellers, Cleveland. The River of No Return: The Autobiography of a Black Militant and 
the Life and Death of SNCC. New York: Harper, 2018. 
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Smethurst, James. The Black Arts Movement: Literary Nationalism in the 1960s and 
1970s. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2005. 

Van Deburg, William, New Day in Babylon: The Black Power Movement and American 
Culture, 1965-1975. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1992. 

Williams, Rhonda Y., Concrete Demands: The Search for Black Power in the 20th 
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